Fred Pascarelli & Lisa Gunter

Vows



We are invited together today on this beautiful evening in the Fort Myers to share one of life’s great moments: the joining of two of us in marriage. We are invited here to recognize the worth and beauty of love and commitment. We are invited here to witness and celebrate the joining of Lisa and Fred. 
If there is anyone who believes this couple should not be joined in marriage, please step forward now or forever hold your peace. 
Lisa and Fred: You have each made a place for the other in your life. You must now work each day to ensure that that place remains always a safe place, a loving place, a place that remains welcoming even when the world around you is not.
To do this, you will have to laugh together every day. You will also have to share each other’s fears and sorrows, risks, triumphs and failures. You should be prepared to give each other a hand up when life offers a special challenge, and shout out a warning when danger is approaching. 
You should share a quiet meal together every day and talk about what is to come and what has come to pass. 
Show each other passion and kindness, love and desire, trust and respect. Trust in each other. Look to each other for companionship, understanding, perspective and guidance, because as you grow together, you will know each other better than anyone. Be friends together. Be lovers. Be partners. Be pals. Be family together. Work together. Never stop playing together. Be serious together when there are serious issues to be addressed. 
Be one together, but as you are being one, never stop seeing that your partner is an individual, with special knacks and feelings and unique ideas. Because if you do this, you will keep the joy of wonder and surprise in your life, a fundamental element of the phenomenon called happiness, and the reason you are here together today. 
You will have to be able to stop and really listen to each other. You will need to be positive and clear toward each other with your needs and feelings about each other and the events and people in your lives. This will help you share with each other the good things that will happen in your lives. And it will make you stronger and healthier and better able to confront bad times and hard decisions should they intrude. 
Most of all, you should remember to commit anew each day to the promise you make to each other today, the promise to create in your heart and your life a safe and loving place for the other. Do it when you wake up together in the morning or go to sleep together at night. Do it when you are alone or with others, when your love can not be near. Because, as you surely already know, a loving and supportive relationship is not an automatic thing. It needs to be maintained with constant effort and active participation. 
 Prayers, Hopes and Wishes
If anyone would wish to add their thoughts and prayers to this ceremony, please speak now. 
Thank you. 
Commitment
Fred, do you here and now proclaim your love and devotion for Lisa? Do you promise to affirm her, to trust her, to respect her, and care for her during times of joy and hardship? Do you commit yourself to share your feelings of happiness and sadness? Do you pledge your faithfulness to her? 
Lisa, do you here and now proclaim your love and devotion for Fred? Do you promise to affirm him, to trust him, to respect him, and care for him during times of joy and hardship? Do you commit yourself to share your feelings of happiness and sadness? Do you pledge your faithfulness to him? 
 Rings
From our earliest times, the circle has been to us a universal symbol of completeness, of wholeness, of one. In marriage, it symbolizes a commitment to never ending companionship and love. It is our hope that whenever either of you looks at or touches or thinks about this symbol, you will be reminded of the commitment that you make to each other here today. 
As a token of mutual fidelity and deep, abiding affection, your rings will now be given and received. 
 Vows
Fred, please repeat after me.
I Fred take thee Lisa to be my wife,
To have and to hold,
In sickness and in health,
For richer or for poorer,
And in joy and in sorrow. 
I promise my love and companionship to you forever.
Lisa, please repeat after me. 
I Lisa take thee Fred to be my husband,
To have and to hold,
In sickness and in health,
For richer or for poorer,
And in joy and in sorrow.
I promise my love and companionship to you forever.
Joining
From the Bible, from Corinthians, we learn: if you love someone, you will be loyal to him no matter what the costs. You will always believe in him, always expect the best in him, and will always stand your ground defending him. You will always have a safe and loving place for him in your heart and in your life.
Treat yourselves and each other with respect, and remind yourselves often of what brought you together. Give the highest priority to the tenderness, gentleness and kindness that your connection deserves. When frustration, difficulty and fear assail your relationship - as they threaten all relationships at one time or another - remember to focus on what is right between you, not only the part which seems wrong. In this way, you can ride out the storms when clouds hide the face of the sun in your lives - remembering that even if you lose sight of it for a moment, the sun is still there. And if each of you takes responsibility for the quality of your life together, it will be marked by abundance and delight. 
And now, by virtue of the authority vested in me under the laws of the State of Florida, I am honored now to declare you to be husband and wife. 
