Opening words
Dear friends, we are gathered here today at the invitation of Marcel and Dominique to share in the joy of their love for one another.
We come together not to mark the start of a relationship, but to recognize a bond that already exists and a new beginning to their blooming love. This marriage is one expression of the many varieties of love. Love is one, though its expressions are infinite.
Invocation:

Fresh flowers bloom in the spring with a sweetness to our senses, as we know,  it takes several seasons, much tender care and the weathering of many storms for the fruit of those perennial flowers to grow and ripen.  Similarly, it takes time for love to mature and reach its rightful completion.

Marcel and Dominique’s wedding ought to remind us that, like the seasons, human life -- the life of the spirit and the emotions -- moves in cycles. 

To be in a loving relationship does not guarantee an eternal summer. To make a sincere and honest commitment does not promise an end to all struggles. 

What a good relationship does offer is opportunity for renewal. It recognizes the abiding, shared hope that after every winter, spring will come again.

In marriage we make a commitment to weather patiently the cold and bitter times, to protect and tend that original love-seed until it bursts into bloom again

Vows:

At this time you will be giving your consent to enter into marriage and speaking your vows of commitment. Please respond with "I do" if you give your consent. 

Marcel, do you take Dominique to be your wife? To live together in matrimony, to love, to honor, comfort her and keep her in sickness and in health, and forsaking all other, for as long as you both shall live?

Dominique, do you take Marcel to be your husband? To live together in matrimony, to love, to honor, comfort him and keep him in sickness and in health, and forsaking all others for as long as you both shall live? 



Ring exchange:

Marcel have you a token of your love for Dominique? 

Dominique have you a token of your love for Marcel? 

Traditionally, the marking of the passage to the status of husband and wife is marked by the exchange of rings. These rings are a symbol of the unbroken circle of love. Love freely given has no beginning and no end. Love freely given has no giver and no receiver - for each is the giver and each is the receiver. May these rings remind you always of the vows you have taken here today. 

Marcel please place Dominique’s ring on her finger and repeat after me: 

“This ring, a gift for you, symbolizes my desire that you be my wife from this day forward.” 

Dominique please place Marcel’s ring on his finger and repeat after me: 

“This ring, a gift for you, symbolizes my desire that you be my husband from this day forward.”

Let these rings serve not as locks binding you together, but as keys, unlocking the secrets of your hearts for each other to know, and thus bringing you closer together forever.
 

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 

 

If you have love in your life, it can make up for the great many things you lack.  However, if you do not, no matter what else you have in your life, it's never enough.     

 

May you have love....and may you have it loving one another.

And finally, may you have happiness...and may you find it, making one another happy.

 
Sand Ceremony:

You come here today from two different families.  From these two families a new family will be created.  Today, this unity is symbolized through the pouring of individual containers of sand.

Marcel, Dominique, Antoine and Pauline please hold your containers of sand.
As each of you hold your separate containers of sand, it represents your lives up to this moment; individual and unique.  In a moment when you combine your sand together, your lives also join together as one.  

Please pour your sand into the unity container.

The life that each of you have experienced until now, individually, will hereafter be inseparably unity, for the 4 are now one.  Just as these grains of sand can never be separated and poured again into the individual containers, so will your family be.  

Prayer  
Please join in the Lord’s prayer:
" Dear heavenly Father our hearts are filled with great happiness on Marcel and Dominque’s wedding day, as they come before You pledging their hearts and lives to one another. Grant that they may be ever true and loving, living together is such a way as to never bring shame or heartbreak into their marriage. Temper their hearts with kindness and understanding, rid them of all pretense of jealousy. Help them to remember to be each other's sweetheart, helpmate, friend and guide, so that together they may meet the cares and problems of life more bravely. And with the passage of time, may the home they are creating today, truly be a place of love and harmony, where your spirit is ever present. 

Bless this union we pray, and walk beside Matthew and Kari throughout all their lives together. We ask these things in Jesus name; AMEN 

Pronouncement:

 Marcel and Dominique in this company of friends and family, you have joined yourselves together in holy matrimony. May the commitment and devotion that you feel for one another, grow stronger every day of your marriage. I do By virtue of the authority vested in me by the State of Florida and God I now pronounce you Man and Wife. 
 

You may kiss your bride!!

 

I present before you Mr. & Mrs………………………
